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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A sulfonamide compound of general formula (la), 




(la), 

wherein 

R 1 represents a -NR 8 R 9 radical or a saturated or unsaturated, optionally at least 
mono-substituted cycloaliphatic radical, which may contain at least one heteroatom 
selected from nitrogen, sulphur and oxygen as a ring member and/or which may be 
condensed with a saturated or unsaturated, optionally at least mono-substituted, 
optionally at least one heteroatom selected from nitrogen, sulphur and oxygen as a 
ring member containing mono- or bicyclic cycloaliphatic ring system, wherein each of 
the substituents mav be chosen from hydroxvl. fluorine, chlorine, bromide, linear or 
branched C i-C fi alkyl. linear or branched C i-C fi alkoxv. linear or branched Ci-C fi 
perfluoroalkvl. linear or branched C i-C fi perfluoroalkoxv and benzyl. 

R 2 , R 3 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen, halogen, nitro, 
alkoxy, cyano, a saturated or unsaturated, linear or branched, opt i on all y at loast 
mono s ubst i tut e d aliphatic radical optionally at least mono-substituted bv hydroxy, 
fluorine, chlorine, bromide or trifluoromethylw or a n opt i on all y a t l o a s t mono - 
subst i tut e d phenyl or a n opt i ona ll y a t- l oas t m o no -s ubstitut e d heteroaryl radical 

R 4 is hydrogen or a saturated or unsaturated, linear or branched, optionaWy-a t lo ast 
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monG-substitute4- a I i ph at ic rad ica I optionally at least mono-substituted by hydroxy, 
fluorine, chlorine, bromide or trifluoromethyl , 

R 8 and R 9 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen or a saturated or 
unsaturated, linear or branched, opt i ona ll y at le a st mono - substituted 
aliphatic radical optionally at least mono-substituted by hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, 
bromide or trifluoromethyl , 

with the proviso that R 8 and R 9 are not hydrogen at the same time, and if one of 
them, R 8 or R 9 , is a saturated or unsaturated, linear or branched, optionally at -least 
mon o - sub stituted C1-C4 aliphatic radical optionally at least mono-substituted by 
hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, bromide or trifluoromethyl , the other one is a saturated or 
unsaturated, linear or branched, opt i onal l y at l east mono subst i tut e d aliphatic radical 
with at least five carbon atoms optionally at least mono-substituted by hydroxy, 
fluorine, chlorine, bromide or trifluoromethyl , or 

R 8 and R 9 together with bridging nitrogen atom form a saturated or unsaturated, 
optionally at least mono-substituted heterocyclic ring, which may contain at least one 
additional heteroatom as a ring member and/or may be condensed with a saturated 
or unsaturated, optionally at least mono-substituted mono- or bicyclic cycloaliphatic 
ring system, which may optionally contain at least one heteroatom as a ring member, 
wherein each one of the substituents may be chosen from hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, 
bromide, linear or branched C i-Cg alkvl, linear or branched d-Cg alkoxy, linear or 
branched C^ -Cg perfluoroalkyl, linear or branched C r-Cg perfluoroalkoxy and benzyl, 

A represents an optionally at least mono-substituted mono- or polycyclic aromatic 
ring system, wherein the ring(s) is/are 5- or 6-membered, which may be bonded via 
an optionally at least mono-substituted Ci^C^alkylene, an optionally at least mono- 
substituted Cp-Cg alkenvlene or an optionally at least mono-substituted C2- 
C^alkynylene group and/or wfrioh- wherein the ring(s) may contain at least one 
heteroatom as a ring membe r i n on e or mor e of its rings , which may be optionally at 
least mono-substituted by hvdroxvl, halogen, linear or branched C i-C g alkvl, linear or 
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branched C rC g alkoxy, -O-phenvl, linear or branched C-rCg perfluoroalkyl, linear or 
branched Ci-Cg perfluoroalkoxy, 5- or 6-membered heteroarvl, or phenyl radical 
optionally at least mono-substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, linear or branched 
Ci-Cg alkvl, linear or branched C r-C g alkoxy, linear or branched C^-Cg alkvlthio, 
trifluoromethyl radical, cvano radical or-NR 12 R 13 radical, wherein R 12 and R 13 , 
identical or different, represent hydrogen or a linear or branched Cm-C r alkvl; and 

n isO, 1, 2, 3 or 4; 

optionally in form of one of its stereoisomers , proforab l y onant i omers or 
d i astoroomors, i ts rac e mat e or i n form of a m i xture of at le ast two of i ts 
st e r e o i som e rs, pr e f e rab l y e nantiom e rs or diast e r e om e rs, in any mixing ratio, or a salt 
thereof, pr e ferab l y a corr e spond i ng, physio l ogica ll y acc e ptabl e sa l t th o roof, or a 

corr e spond i ng solvat e t hereof. 

2. (Currently Amended) A compound according to claim 1 , charaot e r i zod i n that wherein 
R 1 represents a -NR 8 R 9 radical or a saturated or unsaturated optionally at least 
mono-substituted 5- or 6-membered cycloaliphatic radical, which may optionally 
contain at least one heteroatom as a ring member and which may be condensed with 
a saturated or unsaturated, optionally at least mono-substituted mono- or bicyclic 
cycloaliphatic ring, which may optionally contain at least one heteroatom as a ring 
member, whereby the rings of the ring system are 5- or 6-membered, wherein each 
of the substituents may be chosen from hydroxyl, fluorine, chlorine, bromide, linear or 
branched C r Cg alkvl, linear or branched C r C^ alkoxy, linear or branched C i-C 6 
perfluoroalkyl, linear or branched C r Cg perfluoroalkoxy and benzyl, 

pr e f e rab l y R * r e pr e s e nts a - NR 8 R 8 radica l or a rad i ca l chos e n from th e group 
cons i sting of 
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N— R10 





and 




wh e r e in, if pr e s e nt, th e dott e d li ne repr e sents an opt i ona l chem i ca l bond, and R 
roprosonts hydrogen, a li near or branched C 4 -G6 al kyl rad i ca l or a b o nzy l rad i ca l , 
proforab l y hydrog e n or a a l kyl rad i ca l. 

3. (Currently Amended) A compound according to claim 1-ef-2, charactorizod i n that 
wherein R 2 , R 3 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen, a 
linear or branched, optionally at least mono-substituted Ci-C 6 alkyl radical, a linear or 
branched, optionally at least mono-substituted C 2 -C 6 alkenyl radical, or a linear or 
branched, optionally at least mono-substituted C 2 -C 6 alkynyl radical, wherein each of 
the substituents may be chosen from hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, bromide and 
trifluoromethyl 

proforab l y RV RV^VR 6 -and-R 7 , ident i cal or d i ffer e nt, e ach r o pr o sont hydrogon or a 
li n e ar or br a nch e d , opt i ona ll y at l oast mono subst i tuted C 4-G6 alkyl rad i ca l , 

moro proforably r VrVrVR 6 and R ^ oach roprosont hydrog e n . 

4. (Currently Amended) A compound according to eBe^Mqaefe-of-claims 1 4e-3, 
charact e r i z e d i n that wherein R 4 represents hydrogen, a linear or branched, 
optionally at least mono-substituted Ci-C 6 alkyl radical, a linear or branched, 
optionally at least mono-substituted C 2 -C 6 alkenyl radical, a linear or branched, 
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optionally at least mono-substituted C 2 -C 6 alkynyl radical , wherein each of the 
substituents may be chosen from hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, bromide and 
trifluoromethyl 

proforab l y R 4 roprooonto hydrogon or a li noar or branchod , opt i ona ll y at lo ast mono 
substitut e d C ^-Cg a l ky l rad i ca l , 




moro proforab l y R 4 roprooonts hydrogon or a CU-G 2 a l ky l radica l. 

5. (Currently Amended) A compound according to e^ieHSHH^^e-ef-claims 1 4e-4, 
characterized i n that wherein R 8 and R 9 , identical or different, each represent 
hydrogen, a linear or branched, optionally at least mono-substituted C1-C10 alkyl 
radical, a linear or branched, optionally at least mono-substituted C 2 — C10 alkenyl 
radical, a linear or branched, optionally at least mono-substituted C2-C10 alkynyl 
radical, wherein each of the substituents may be chosen from hy droxy, fluorine. 
chlorine, bromide and trifluoromethyl, or 

R 8 and R 9 together with bridging nitrogen atom form a saturated or unsaturated, 
optionally at least mono-substituted 5- or 6-membered heterocyclic ring which may 
contain at least one additional heteroatom as a ring member and/or which may be 
condensed with a saturated or unsaturated, optionally at least mono-substituted 
mono- or bicyclic cycloaliphatic ring, which may optionally contain at least one 
heteroatom as a ring member, whereby the rings of the ring system are 5- 6- or 7- 
membered . wherein each one of the substituents may be cho sen from hydroxy, 
fluorine, chlorine, bromide, linear or branched C i-Ck alkvl. linear or branched Ci^C 6 
alkoxv. linear or branched C i-C fi perfluoroaikyl, linear or branched CrC 6 
perfluoroalkoxv and benzyl . 

6. (Currently Amended) A compound according to claim 5, charactor i zod i n that wherein 
R 8 and R 9 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen or a linear or branched C1- 
C10 alkyl radical, or 
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R 8 and R 9 together with the bridging nitrogen atom form a radical chosen from the 
group consisting of 




wherein R 11 , if present, represents hydrogen, a linear or branched C^Ce alkyl radical 
or a benzyl radical , proforab l y hydrogen, or a C 4-G2 a l ky l radical . 

7. (Currently Amended) A compound according to ono or more o f claims 14e~§, 
charact e riz e d i n that wherein A represents 

on opt i ona ll y at l east mono - substitut e d mono - or polycyc li c aromatic r i ng system, where i n 
tho ring(s) i s/aro 5 or 6 - momborod, wh i ch may bo bond e d via an optional l y at le ast 
mono subst i tuted C 4— G 6 a l ky lo no group, an optiona ll y at l oast mono substituted C2— 
C 6 a l k e nylen o group or an opt i ona ll y at le ast mono subst i tut e d C 2— G 6 a l kyny le n e 
group and/or wh e re i n th o r i ng(s) may conta i n at le ast on e h e teroatom as a ring 
member, 

proforab l y A roprosonts an optionally at least mono-substituted mono- or polycyclic aromatic 
ring system, wherein the ring(s) is/are 5- or 6-membered and wherein one or more of 
the rings contain at least one heteroatom, 

or a radical chosen from the group consisting of 
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wherein X, Y, Z, independently from one another, each represent a radical selected 
from the group consisting of hydrogen, fluorine, chlorine, bromine, linear or branched 
CrCealkyl, linear or branched d-Cealkoxy, linear or branched Ci-C 6 alkylthio, a 
trifluoromethyl radical, a cyano radical and a -NR 12 R 13 radical, 

wherein R 12 and R 13 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen or linear or 
branched C r C 6 alkyl, 

W represents a single chemical bond between the two rings, a CH 2 , O, S group or a 
NR 14 radical, 

wherein R 14 is hydrogen or a linear or branched Ci-C 6 alkyl, 
m is 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4 and 
ml is 1 or 2. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A sulfonamide compound of general formula (lb), 




(lb) 

wherein 

R 1 represents a -NR 8 R 9 radical, 

R 2 , R 3 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen, halogen, nitro, 
alkoxy, cyano, a saturated or unsaturated, linear or branched, opt i on al ly at l e ast 
mo n o s ubs ti tut e d aliphatic radical optionally at least mono-substituted by hydroxy, 
fluorine, chlorine, bromide or trifluoromethvl , or a n option a lly at lo aot mono - 
substituted phenyl or a n optiona l ly at le ast mono subst i tut e d heteroaryl radical, 

R 4 is hydrogen or a saturated or unsaturated, linear or branched, optionally a t loas t 
mono substituted aliphatic radical optionally at least mono-substituted by hydroxy, 
fluorine, chlorine, bromide or trifluoromethvl , 

R 8 and R 9 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen or a saturated or 
unsaturated, linear or branched, op tio n ally -at loast mono substitut e d C1.4 aliphatic 
radical optionally at least mono-substituted bv hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, bromide or 
trifluoromethvl , 

A represents an optionally at least mono-substituted phenyl or naohthvl ring 
optionally at least mono-substituted bv hvdroxvl. halogen, linear or branched C i-C fi 
alkvl. linear or branched C i-Ck alkoxv. -O-phenvl. linear or branched C i-C fi 
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perfluoroalkyl, linear or branched C r C g perfluoroalkoxy, 5- or 6-membered 
heteroaryl, or phenyl radical optionally at least mono-substituted by fluorine, chlorine, 
bromine, linear or branched C r Cg alkyl, linear or branched CV C b alkoxv, linear or 
branched C r Cg alkvlthio, trifluoromethyl radical cvano radical or -NR 12 R 13 radical, 
wherein R 12 and R 13 , identical or different, represent hydrogen or a linear or 
branched C i-Cb alkyl mono o r polyc yclic aromat i c r i ng system, whic h m a y be 
b o nded yi a an option ally a t lo ast mono - subst it ut e d - a l kylone, al konyl o n o or a l kyny le n e 
§ reup a nd /or v ^ i oh ---- m ay- e ef rt a *R^t leas t ono h ete roatom a s a r i ng momb o r i n o ne or 
me f e -e!4te- ri ngs, and 

n is 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4; 

optionally in form of one of its stereoisomers , pref e rab l y e nantiom e rs or 
d i astor e om e rs, i ts rac o m a t e or i n form of a m i xture of at l oast two of i ts 
stereo i somers, preferab l y enant i omors or d i ast e r e om e rs, in any mixing ratio, or a salt 
thereo f, proforab l y a corr e spond i ng, physio l og i ca ll y acc e ptab l e sa l t th e reof, or -a 

c orr e spond i n g s ol vat e thereof. 

(Currently Amended) A compound according to claim 8, charactorizod in that wherein 
R 2 , R 3 , R 5 , R 6 and R 7 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen, a linear or 
branched, optionally at least mono-substituted d-C 6 alkyl radical, a linear or 
branched, optionally at least mono-substituted C 2 -C 6 alkenyl radical, or a linear or 
branched, optionally at least mono-substituted C 2 -C 6 alkynyl radical, wherein each of 
the substituents may be chosen from hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, bromide and 
trifluoromethyl 

proforab l y R 2 r -R 3 r -R § T -R 6 -af>d-R 7 , i dent i ca l or d i fferent, oach roprosont hydrogen or a 
li n e ar or branched , optionally at le ast mono - subst i tut e d C i-Gs alkyl rad i ca l , 

mor e pr o forab l y R VRVRVR 6 and R 7 oach roprosont hydrogen . 

(Currently Amended) A compound according to claim charactor i z o d in that 
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wherein R 4 represents hydrogen, a linear or branched, optionally at least mono- 
substituted Ci-C 6 alkyl radical, a linear or branched, optionally at least mono- 
substituted C 2 -C 6 alkenyl radical, a linear or branched, optionally at least mono- 
substituted C 2 -C 6 alkynyl radical, wherein each of the substituents may be chosen 
from hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, bromide and trifluoromethyl 

preferab l y that R 4 r e pr e s e nts hydrogen or a li n e ar or branch e d, opt i ona ll y at le ast 
subst i tut e d C 4 -G^ a l ky l rad i ca l , 

moro preferab l y R 4 represents hydrogen or a C 4-G2 alkyl rad i ca l. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A compound according to on o or more of claims 8 to 10 , 
charact e rizod i n that wherein R 8 and R 9 , identical or different, each represent 
hydrogen or a linear or branched, optiona ll y ot l o ast mono s ubst i tut e d C1-C4 alkyl 
radical optionally at least mono-substituted by hydroxy, fluorine, chlorine, bromide 
and trifluoromethyl 

pref e rably R 8 ^aRd-R 8 " roprosont hydrogen or a C 4-G2 a l ky l rad i ca l , 
w i th tho prov i so that R 8 -afid-R 8 aro not hydrogon at the same tim e. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) A compound according to on o or mor o of claims 84e4-l, 
charactor i zod i n that wherein A represents 

on opt i ona ll y at l o a st mono subst i tuted mono or polycyc li c aromat i c r i ng system, whoroin 
tho r i ng(s) i s/aro 5 or 6 momborod, wh i ch may b e bondod via an opt i ona ll y at le ast 
mono subst i tut e d C 4— Gg alky le no group, an opt i ona l ly at loast mono - subst i tut e d C2 — 
Gs o l kony le no group or an optiona l ly at le ast mono subst i tut e d C g— G § a l kyny l en e 
group and/or wherein the ring(s) may contain at l e ast ono hotoroatom as a r i ng 
m e mb e r, 

pref e rab l y A represents an optionally at least mono-substituted mono- or polycyclic aromatic 
ring system, wherein the ring(s) is/are 5- or 6-membered and wherein one or more of 
the rings contain at least one heteroatom, 
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or a radical chosen from the group consisting of 




Y 

X 




wherein X, Y, Z, independently from one another, each represent a radical selected 
from the group consisting of hydrogen, fluorine, chlorine, bromine, linear or branched 
d-C 6 alkyl, linear or branched d-C 6 alkoxy, linear or branched Ci-C 6 alkylthio, a 
trifluoromethyl radical, a cyano radical and a -NR 12 R 13 radical, 

wherein R 12 and R 13 , identical or different, each represent hydrogen or linear or 
branched Ci-C 6 alkyl, 

W represents a single chemical bond between the two rings, a CH 2> O, S group or a 
NR 14 radical, 

wherein R 14 is hydrogen or a linear or branched Ci-C 6 alkyl, 
m is 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4 and 
ml is 1 or 2. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A compound according to ene or mGre-G^ claims 84e-42 
selected from the group consisting of 

_[2] N-[1 -(2-dimethylaminoethyl)-1 H-indole-4-yl]-naphtalene-2-sulfonamide, 

[3] N-[1 -(2-dimethylaminoethyl)-1 H-indole-4-yl]-naphtalene-1 -sulfonamide, 

[4] N-[1 -(2-dimethylaminoethyl)-1 H-indole-4-yl]-4-phenylbenzenesulfonamide, 

_[5] N-[1 -(2-dimethylaminoethyl)-1 H-indole-4-yl]-2-(naphtalene-1 -yl)-ethanesulfonamide, 

[6] N-[1-(2-dimethylaminoethyl)-1H-indole-4-yl]-4-phenoxybenzenesulfonamide, 

[7] N-[1 -(2-dimethylaminoethyl)-1 H-indole-4-yl]-3,5- 
dichlorobenzenesulfonamide a&4 

[8] 6-chloro-N-[1-(2-dimethylaminoethyl)-1H-indol-4-yl]-imidazo[2,1-b]thia 
sulfonamide 

and their corresponding salts and solvates. 

14 (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A process for obtaining a sulfonamide derivative 
of general formula (la) and/or (lb), according to one or mor e of claims 1—43, 
oharactor i zod i n that wherein a compound of general formula (II), or one of its 
suitably protected derivatives, 




wherein A has the meaning according to on e or mor e of claims 1 — 1-3, and X is an 
acceptable leaving group, pr e f e rably a halog e n atom, mor e pr e f e rab l y ch l or i ne is 
reacted with at least one 4-aminoindole of general formula (III), or one of its suitably 
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protected derivatives; 




(III) 



wherein R 1 -R 7 and n have the meaning according to on o or mor e of claims 1- 13 to 
obtain the corresponding sulfonamide and optionally, from the latter, the protective 
groups may be removed i f n o cossary . 

1 5. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A process for obtaining a sulfonamide derivative of 
general formula (la) and/or (lb), according to o no o r moro of claims 1 —43, 
wherein R 1 -R 3 , R 5 -R 7 , n and A have the meaning according to on o or moro of claims 
1 . 13, and R 4 represents d-C 6 alkyl, characterized hv the process comprising 
reacting at least one compound of general formula (la) and/or at least one compound 
of general formula (lb), wherein R 1 -R 3 , R 5 -R 7 , n and A have the meaning according to 
ef^of-mofe of claims 1—43, and R 4 represents an hydrogen atom, with an alkyl 
halogenide or dialkyl sulfate. 

1 6. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A process for preparing the-salts , proforably the 
physiolog i ca ll y accoptablo sa l ts of the compounds of general formula (la) and/or (lb), 
according to on o or more of claims 1—43, oono i Gt i no of the pro c ess comprising 
reacting at least one compound of the general formula (la) and/or at least one 
compound of the general formula (lb) with a mineral acid or organic acid in a suitable 
solvent. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A composition mod i oamont comprising least one compound 
according to on e or mor e of claims 14e-7 and opt i ona ll y one or more 
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pharmacologically acceptable excipients. 
Claims 18-44 (Cancelled) 

45. (Currently Amended) A m e dicam e nt composition comprising at least one compound 
according to one or more of claims 8 te-43-and optiona l ly one or more 
pharmacologically acceptable excipients. 

Claims 46-72 (Cancelled). 
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